THE DESTRUCTION OF BUGS AND OTHER YERMIN.
THE HYDROCYANIC-ACID-GAS METHOD. Having finished the top floor, the operators passed rapidly to the next, and so on to the basement, making their exit through the lower door into the garden. The house was then locked up from the outside and notices put up to caution against entrance.
Next morning the doors and windows were opened from the outside, and, after allowing some time to elapse in order that the house might be aired, it was entered and all the windows opened, and kept open for several hours. All water-taps throughout the house were set running until the cisterns were emptied, lest the water might have absorbed any of the poisonous gas, and the contents of the generating jars were poured directly down the sewers, and the jars at once thoroughly cleansed.
The work of fumigation should be placed in the hands of a trained person, who would carefully consider all the recommendations and precautions and become thoroughly familiarised with them before undertaking the experiment. It follows from what has been said that there may be danger from fumigating one house in a row of houses separated only by party-walls, the other house being inhabited. Unnoticed cracks in a wall would admit the poisonous gas to the neighbouring houses. In such a case a householder must consult his neighbours.
